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the Supreme Court,10 which, ought now to interest a
large number of Englishmen, since it is the basis of
the credit of many of the great American Railway In-
corporations. But it is this prohibition which has in
reality secured full play to the economical forces by
which the achievement of cultivating the soil of the
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North American Continent has been performed ; it is
the bulwark of American individualism against demo-
cratic impatience and Socialistic fantasy. We may
usefully bear in mind that, until this prohibition, as
interpreted by the Federal Courts, is got rid of, certain
communistic schemes of American origin, which are
said to have become attractive to the English labour-
ing classes because they are supposed to proceed from
the bosom of a democratic community, have about
as much prospect of obtaining practical realisation in
the United States as the vision of a Cloud-Cuckoo-
borough to be built by the birds between earth and
sky.

It was not to be expected that all the hopes of the
founders of the American Constitution would be ful-
filled. They do not seem to have been prepared for
the rapid development of party, chiefly under the in-
fluence of Thomas Jefferson, nor for the thorough
organisation with which the American parties before
long provided themselves. They may have expected

10 In Dartmouth College v. Woodward^ a case argued by Daniel
Webster in 1818.